2*1          THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
The Saptaksnnigais (the seven virgins), or Akasa-
kancicais (the heavenly virgins), are the tutelary
deities of tanks, and the figures of the Kannigais seated
in 3 rC'".v are often carved on a small stone and placed
on tank tends, especially at places where the tank has
been breached. In the North Arcot district they are
described as female creatures who are very quarrel-
some, and, when they fight, breaches are caused in the
tanks by the stamping of their feet. At the same time
they are snpposed to- protect tanks, and when the flood
rises to a dangerous point, it is said that one of the
Kassigais, in the shape of a little child, runs through
the village knocking at the doors and calling up the
villagers to come and protect the bund. It is believed
that people walking alone along: a tank bund have some-
times met the Saptakannigais, going in procession
with horses and torches, and that any one who sees them
invariah!y dies. The district judge told me that, in a
case which caine before him in the North Arcot district,
a man who really died by a fracture of his skull, because
a cousin of his had hit him on the head with a thick
sugarcane, was reported to have died as the result of
meeting a procession of the Saptakannigais on the tank
bund, and that the village magistrate excused himself for
not reporting the man's death, because he considered
It to be a death by natural causes.
A male deity, called Kuttandavar, is worshipped in
many parts of the Tamil country, especially in the
South Arcot district. At the village of Devanam-
patnam, near Cuddalore, I saw an image of this god in
a small shrine built of brick, with a rough pandal of
bamboos, thatched with cocoanut leaves, in front of it.
The image consisted of a head, like a big mask, about
three feet high, with a rubicund face, strong features,
moustaches turning up at the end, lion's teeth project-
ing downwards outside the mouth from the angles of
the tipper jaw, and a tall conical head-dress, called in
Tamil Kritiam. Below this stone there was a small
stone head about one and a half feet high, which was a
mimatee of the larger igure. It was finely chiselled and